
doubted that he would be available. As you could gather from the character of 
the cross-examining I did with [Stephen] Becker and the other candidatee, I give 
significant value to your assistant’s knowledge of the deeper meaning of the strug- 
gle, participation in it, and familiarity with relationships in the movement. I have 
always felt that for your freedom to unearth and express your ideas, a sense of 
identity with a co-worker is important. Such rapport necessarily rests upon the 
feeling that he is able to empathize fully because he is a committed person him- 
self. Marie, like Becker, did not fully grasp my feeling that a Negro more readily 
feels things that a white person comprehends with greater difficulty. This is the 
old story that too many white liberals consider themselves free of stereotypes, 
rarely recognizing that the rootsof prejudice are deep and are tenaciously driven 
into the soil of their whole life. I know I did not resolve this for myself by read- 
ing a few articles and pronouncing myself a person of good will. The acid test. I 
have always used is deeds involving significant sacrifice based on the acceptance 
of the painful truth that we share responsibility for the crimes and gain release 
from complicity only by fighting to end them. On this score the two men we met 
fell short. 

Please keep in mk mind the time schedule which is rigid by necessity. Warmest 
regards to you and Coretta. 

As always, 
[signed] Stanley 

27 Jan 
1958 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2. 

From Paul Simon 

27 January 1958 
Troy, Ill. 

Illinois state representative Simon began corresponding with King ajer participating 
in the MAS Second Annual Institute on Nonviolence and Social Change in December.’ 
With this letter Simon enclosed a copy of his z 7 January letter advising Senator Paul 
Douglas to meet with King. Simon told Douglas, “I was tremendously impressed 
Martin Luther King and I was happy to note he shares my high opinion ofyou.”2 
King responded to Simon on 7 Februar~.~ 

I .  Paul Martin Simon (1928-), born in Eugene, Oregon, attended the University of Oregon and 
Dana College, where he studied journalism. He left college in 1948 to become the publisher and ed- 
itor of the Truy Tribune in Troy, Illinois. Simon won a seat in the Illinois state legislature in I 954, serv- 
ing until 1962. A Democrat, Simon later served Illinois as state senator (1962-1970) and lieutenant 
governor (1968-1972). Simon went on to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate. 

2 .  On 17 April 1958, Douglas invited King’s “thoughtful testimony” on behalf of a civil rights bill 
he had introduced in the Senate; King did not testify, and the bill later died in committee. Simon also 
tried to arrange a meeting between King and Paul Butler, national chairman of the Democratic Party 
(Simon to King, 6 March 1958). 

3.  Seep. 361 in this volume. 353 
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30 Jan Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
1958 Montgomery, Alabama. 

Dear Martin: 

First of all let me say it was a real pleasure getting acquainted with you after hav- 
ing been an admirer of yours from a long distance. 

I am enclosing an article from The Christian Century which may interest you 
if you haven’t seen it a l read~.~  

I had the chance to speak briefly with Chester Bowles the other evening and 
your name figured prominently in our discussion. I understand that Bowles will 
refer to you in a forthcoming article in the Saturday Evening Post.5 

I am also enclosing a copy of the letter I am sending to Paul Douglas. 
I hope that our paths will cross much more often in the future. 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Paul 
Paul Simon 

PS/r 

TLS. DABCC. 

4. Simon refers to his article, “Montgomery Looks Forward,” which summarized the December In- 
stitute in Montgomery (Christian Century 75 [ P P  January 19581: 104-log). 

5. In this article the former ambassador to India compared the methods of the Montgomery bus 
boycott with Gandhi’s use of civil disobedience in South Africa and India, and praised the adaptation 
of Candhian principles to the American racial situation (Bowles, “What Negroes Can Learn from 
Gandhi,”SaturdayEveningPost, 1 March 1958, pp. 19-21,87,89). 

“His Influence Speaks To World Conscience” 

30 January 1958 
New DeIhi, India 

This tribute, marking the tenth anniversary of the assassination of Mohandas Gandhi, 
uppearedjointly in the Hindustan Times and Peace News.’ King reveals GandhiS 

1 .  See King, “More than any other person in history. . . ,‘I Peace News (31 January 1958), p. P. This 
issue of Peace News, “A Decade Without Gandhi,” included articles by William Stuart Nelson, A. Philip 
Randolph, and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
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